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SYLLABUS
This course explores the many meanings of citizenship in the age of globalization and social networking by developing a comparative -- historical and cross-cultural -- context to better understand and engage in contemporary and highly charged discussions related to citizenship in the Hispanic world. More specifically, we will be looking at how citizenship, understood broadly as belonging to and participating in a civic community, has been defined in medieval Spain, colonial Spanish America, and the US borderlands from the early twentieth century to the present. Among the issues we will be discussing are: the negotiation of Christian/Jewish/Arabic identities in medieval Spain, the categories of natural/vecino/ciudadano (native/neighbor/citizen) in colonial Spanish America, the role of national foundational narratives; language and religious identity as they relate to belonging; immigration and border-crossings in a globalized era; and citizenship as it figures in modern Latino coming-of-age narratives. We will also discuss poetry as an expression of belonging by reading Juan Felipe Herrera, Richard Blanco, and Ada Limón.
The course will be framed by these questions: Who belongs, who doesn't...and why? More importantly, how has the story of citizenship and belonging in Iberia and the Ibero-American (or Hispanic) diaspora been told? 
As background we will consider what citizenship means in different parts of the world, what it has meant at different historical times and places, and how citizenship has been invoked with respect to issues such as immigration, multinational citizenship, birthright citizenship, and economic inequality. We will also consider what it means for first-year university students to ‘invent’ themselves as citizens of a new university community and of a new city/region/country.
All students enrolled in this course will participate in engaged learning activities. These experiences will be treated as an additional “text” for the course, providing a point of departure for understanding the negotiation of citizenship and belonging in Atlanta's Hispanic community. 

All enrolled students will participate in a final group project. Further details will be announced over the course of the semester. This project is in lieu of a regularly scheduled final exam.
Students will develop critical skills to analyze the multiple stories and histories that have been emerging around the topic of citizenship in the popular media, among legal scholars, politicians, and academics. There is no one “textbook” that offers an easy explanation of how citizenship and belonging are defined...nor, for the most part, will there be lectures on the material. Students will be responsible for reading closely and critically the materials provided (books, essays, articles, films) and engaging in a serious and open-minded discussion of those materials each week, consistent with the GER goals for the first-year seminar. Students will also be responsible for helping to generate the QUESTIONS that will guide our readings and our discussions.

Many students enter college unclear about how academic work relates to the “real world,” or about how to formulate well grounded and well thought out opinions on highly charged topics. This course will give you a sense of how the information and the tools you learn in college can have an impact on your lives and the lives of others while you’re at Emory and after you graduate.  

Goals: By the end of this course, each student will be able:

· to appreciate the college seminar format as a learning opportunity, by contributing in writing and orally to class discussions, stating orally when asked or in notes important take-away points from daily discussions, and developing ideas from class comments into formal academic research papers

· to identify and explain major historical ideas and events that shape contemporary views and policies regarding citizenship, such as classical theories, slavery and other forms of forced immigration, internments and other ethnic and racial discriminations, economic inequality, and the political process

· to identify and explain the major historical ideas and events that shape views and policies regarding citizenship in the Hispanic World (Spain, Spanish America, the US)

· to demonstrate critical skills, including oral interventions, critical analysis of a range of primary and secondary texts, and library research
· to describe their own experiences working with the broader Atlanta community on issues directly or indirectly related to citizenship
TEXTS:
Richard Bellamy, Citizenship. A Very Short Introduction
Américo Paredes, George Washington Gómez 
John Sayles, Lone Star (film)

Anthony Weston, A Rulebook for Arguments
Additional readings available on Canvas; occasional film screenings, guest lectures, and scheduled activities in the community
*Students are expected to complete the readings for a given week before the first class meeting (i.e., before the beginning of Monday’s class)…so plan to take advantage of the weekend to do the reading.
REQUIREMENTS

Attendance: Students are required to attend and participate in every regular meeting of the course. Full participation involves having done the assigned reading before class, paying attention to the whole discussion, and commenting or otherwise signaling engagement with various points (as by nodding, taking notes, or reflecting on what has been said).  As an adult, you may choose to miss class for any reason; no excuses, doctors’ notes, stories, etc. need be given to me; but missing class means missing important instruction and ideas—and this will be reflected in your participation and attendance grade. If you must miss a class, prepare for the class on your own and check with another student to get notes. Religious holidays are excused absences, but please let me know ahead of time that you’ll be out.
Notebooks: A crucial skill of college-level seminar participation is being able to capture main points and rich ideas as a discussion proceeds. These ideas, often articulated by other students in discussion, can be a rich source of insights for your own written work and later reflections. To encourage your note-taking, I will ask that each of you maintain a notebook (a kind of journal or commonplace book) that reflects the readings and other assignments, your own thoughts and questions regarding those materials, and the connections between the course material and life outside the classroom. I will collect your notebooks twice during the semester and ask that you schedule an appointment with me to discuss both the notebook and your work in the class (Sept. 20, Nov. 1). Notebooks will not be graded; but not turning a notebook, or turning in one that shows scanty or careless notes will reflect negatively on your participation grade. 
Weekly Discussion Papers: a 1 page (250-300 word, double-spaced) reflection and/or discussion paper to be typed and handed in weekly in response to the reading for that week EXCEPT during weeks when a reflection paper is due. The paper should include a concise synthesis of the primary issues and topics of the reading(s), as well as a discussion of your reactions to the material, thoughtfully grounded in textual evidence. You should also include one or two discussion questions or queries you’d like the class to take up with regard to the material.
Reflection Papers (4):  a 2-4 page, double-spaced short essay will be due in class on the due date (NO late papers will be accepted, and NO assigned work should be submitted electronically without checking with me first). There will be instructions/guidelines for each reflection paper (topics TBA), but students are encouraged to consult with me if they would like to develop a topic of their own. The first essay will be evaluated carefully for both content and writing quality, and we will discuss it in detail during a meeting to be scheduled in my office, but it will not be graded.
DUE DATES TBA: 
Final Project: There is no final exam in this class, but there is a final group project, presented orally, and a written version to be handed in individually. Date for final oral presentations and submission of written version of final project TBA. 
GRADING: Requirements include mandatory class attendance and actively engaged participation in seminar discussion; short response and reflection papers, participation in engaged learning activities, and the final project (oral and written versions).

Attendance and class participation (including notebooks)


20%

Weekly discussion points, to be typed and handed in weekly

15%

4 reflection papers







40% 

Participation and regular attendance in engaged learning activities

 5%

Final group research project (oral and written versions)


20%

Grading Scale


A    93-100
B+  87-89
C+   77-79
D+   67-69
F   0-62

A-   90-92
B     83-86
C     73-76
D     63-69


B-    80-82
C-  = 70-72
PLEASE KEEP IN MIND:

Netiquette: Checking email, Facebook, text messages, phones, etc.—all of these indicate lack of participation, rudeness to others in the class, and poor appreciation of the privileges at your disposal. While use of laptops in class is not necessarily ruled out, be aware that the urge to check extraneous sites is irresistible for us all. Also, your checking out will affect those around you. Distracting conduct such as this will be reflected in your participation grade. I realize that some students may be consulting an electronic text, but I will at times request that laptops be put away.
Arguments worth having: Middlebury College President (and former Emory professor) Laurie Patton has written: “The Jewish tradition has a phrase: "argument for the sake of heaven." This is an argument worth having, where the goal is not victory, nor even the proof of one's own intelligence. Rather, the goal has been a deeper truth for the common good. It is an argument where one wants the other side to have better arguments, because all arguments are in service of the common good. We want to learn from the better arguments, so that we can create a better and more capacious home for all of us to dwell in. These are the arguments worth having.  What is more, the results of those arguments are not fleeting, but deep and enduring, and they help human beings to thrive. There may be times when we cannot discern whether an argument will result in an enduring good. And the outcome of the debate may not even be what we expected or hoped for. But we can still conduct ourselves in such a way that we hope for such a lasting result. In having these arguments, we do not become alienated from each other because one side has lost and another side has won, or because one side has proven itself more intelligent and sophisticated.  Rather, in having these arguments, we become even more committed to each other.”   
Creating an inclusive and civil classroom community: All of us are responsible for creating and fostering a classroom community that is inclusive and respectful. This means listening deeply to what others say, appreciating the experiences and feelings behind what is said, recognizing the limitations of our own understanding and seeking to expand that understanding, being open to engaging difficult questions. For further thoughts on these issues, check the following links (which we’ll discuss):
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/01/opinion/sunday/stop-saying-i-feel-like.html?smprod=nytcore-ipad&smid=nytcore-ipad-share
Emory College of Arts and Science Policy
Honor Code. The learning community of our class both supports, and is supported by Emory’s Honor System of which you are a part and to which we, as your professors, do hereby subscribe. As stated in the Emory College Catalog, “The responsibility for maintaining in the life of Emory a standard of unimpeachable honor in all academic work falls upon every individual who is a part of Emory University. Every student who chooses to attend Emory College agrees, as a condition of attendance, to abide by all provisions of the Honor Code so long as he or she remains a student in the college.” All students in this course are expected to be thoroughly familiar with and abide by the Emory Honor Code. Sections 4.c and 4.d of the Honor Code are in particular applicable to this language course: c) seeking, using, giving, or obtaining unauthorized assistance or information in any academic assignment or examination, and d) intentionally giving false information to professors or instructors for the purpose of gaining academic advantage are considered to be an academic misconduct. Evidence of plagiarism will be forwarded to the College and the honor council.  (The council’s penalties range from failure of the course to a long-term mark on your record, suspension, or expulsion.) 
Copying another person’s answers without discussing and understanding them and presenting the answers or insights of another person as your own is cheating and plagiarism. Using another person’s exact wording and presenting it as your own, or paraphrasing another person’s words or structure of thought without giving credit is cheating and plagiarism. Going to one of the many websites that offer academic papers for free or for a price, copying all or part of such a paper and presenting it as your own work is cheating and plagiarism, even if you change a number of words. Having someone else write a paper for you, whether for free or a price, is plagiarism and cheating. Cutting and pasting from a website without proper citation is plagiarism. 
This class encourages teamwork and discussion in occasional small group activities, as well as in preparation for weekly and longer-term writing projects. When turning in written work as your own, the work should reflect your own understanding of the material and should represent your own thoughts and be expressed in your own words. The value of this class lies in the development of your own mind and soul. Arguing about an assignment with someone else; having that person show you an answer you had not thought of before; having that person convince you that her answer is correct; writing down in your own words the newfound answer based on the new understanding and conviction your classmate has given you—all of that is teamwork: it is encouraged. Our learning experience will depend on the trust that allows for the exploration of difficult, sometimes fragile ideas. Cherish that trust. 

http://catalog.college.emory.edu/academic/policies-regulations/honor-code.html
Inclusive Instruction: Emory University is committed under the Americans with Disabilities Act and its Amendments and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act to providing appropriate accommodations to individuals with documented disabilities.  If you have a disability-related need for reasonable academic adjustments in this course, provide the instructor(s) with an accommodation notification letter from Access, Disabilities Services and Resources office. Students are expected to give two weeks’ notice of the need for accommodations. If you need immediate accommodations or physical access, please arrange to meet with your instructor as soon as your accommodations have been finalized. Read more at http://portals.emory.edu/instruction/instruction/disability-statement.html
CALENDAR
*Readings subject to change in response to current events on campus or in the world!

WEEK ONE: Introduction

What is a citizen? What is a good citizen? What are our questions about citizenship and belonging in the Hispanic world? Why are you interested in this course? 

PRE-TEXT exercise (Juan Felipe Herrera)

https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/herrera/

https://www.loc.gov/poetry/casadecolores/familia/
I. CITIZENSHIP AND BELONGING: HISTORY, TRADITIONS, TRAUMAS

WEEK TWO: Ancient views of citizenship: moral relationship of individual to state

READ: Bellamy, Citizenship: A Very Short Introduction (selections)
READ: Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy article on "Citizenship"

BACKGROUND LEGAL TEXT: Pericle's citizenship law
Discussion of recent press/media articles related to citizenship supplied by students (each 
student should bring in a print copy of the article to class)
WEEK THREE: Early modern views of the state and property

READ: John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, Ch. V


READ: Mary Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Woman, Ch. 9 


BACKGROUND LEGAL TEXT: ERA

*REFLECTION PAPER #1 due IN CLASS
WEEK FOUR: American history of citizenship - contested Constitution


READ: Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail”   


http://abacus.bates.edu/admin/offices/dos/mlk/letter.html

READ: Frederick Douglass, "What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?"

WEEK FIVE: American history of citizenship - contested Constitution, cont.
Sept. 20 and 22

READ: Howard Zinn, "As Long as the Grass Grows Green"


READ: Maxine Hong Kingston, "Grandfather of the Sierra Nevada"


EXPLORE SITE: UN Forum on Indigenous Peoples

BACKGROUND LEGAL TEXTS: US Constitution, Article IV & Amendment 15; 


Chinese Exclusion Act
*NOTEBOOKS COLLECTED 

WEEK SIX: Comparative citizenship today
READINGS TBA on the basis of earlier discussions

*REFLECTION PAPER #2 due IN CLASS on Monday

II.  CITIZENSHIP AND BELONGING IN THE HISPANIC WORLD 
WEEK SEVEN: Convivencia in medieval Iberia.


READ: "Coexistence in the Medieval Spanish Kingdoms” 

READ: “Was the Islam of Old Spain Truly Tolerant?” (handout in class)
FALL BREAK 

WEEK EIGHT: Citizens, neighbors and others in colonial Spanish America

READ: Patricia Seed, "The Requerimiento. Protocol for Conquest"


READ: Tamar Herzogg, "Early Modern Spanish Citizenship: Inclusion and Exclusion in 


the Old and the New World" 

BACKGROUND LEGAL TEXT: The "Requirement"
WEEK NINE: Family matters


READ: Bernal Díaz del Castillo, True History of the Conquest of New Spain (fragment) 

READ: "Two Castas Paintings from Eighteenth-Century Mexico." Mills & Taylor, 



Colonial Spanish America. (322-327)


READ: Natasha Trethewey, Thrall (selections)
*REFLECTION PAPER #3 due IN CLASS

WEEK TEN: The Hispanic Bildungsroman as a narrative of belonging 

READ: Américo Paredes, George Washington Gómez
WEEK ELEVEN


READ: Paredes, George Washington Gómez, cont.
*NOTEBOOKS COLLECTED 

WEEK TWELVE: Comparative Approaches to Global Education for Citizenship


READ: Luis Fraga, "Hope and Reality in Latino Educational Attainment"

READ: We ARE Americans. Undocumented Students Pursuing the American 




Dream (fragments)


PREPARE: Questionnaire on citizenship education

*REFLECTION PAPER #4 due IN CLASS
WEEK THIRTEEN: Language and Belonging


READ: Ana Celia Zentella, "'José, can you see?' Latin@ Responses to Racist 




Discourse"


READ: Andrew Shorten, "Linguistic Competence and Citizenship Acquisition"

READ: Gustavo Pérez Firmat, Life on the Hyphen. The Cuban-American Way" 

(selections - "Introduction: The-Desi-Chain"; Chapter One: "I-Love-Ricky"

EXPLORE: YouTube "I Love Lucy" segments

WEEK FOURTEEN: 

Poetry - Richard Blanco and Ada Limón
THANKSGIVING BREAK 

WEEK FIFTEEN
Citizenship and Belonging Today

FILM SCREENING:  “Lone Star” (Heilbrun Music & Media Library; screening time TBA) 

READ: Kwame Anthony Appiah, “Cosmopolitan Patriots”
WEEK SIXTEEN


Conclusions and discussion of final projects
PAGE  
9

