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Fall 2020
Prof. Karen Stolley
Zoom Synchronous Sessions: T TH 1 – 2:15 pm

Instructor Contact Information 
Callaway 511S; Office tel.: 404/727-0857
Office Hours: T TH 2:30-4 pm (via Zoom video chat) and by appt.)
kstolle@emory.edu
Email is my preferred initial means of contact. I check email regularly (though not necessarily evenings and weekends) and will usually respond to an email within 24 hours. If you wish to set up a video chat or a phone call, please email me so we can set up an appointment.


Overview
"Nature in the New World" explores how the geography, flora and fauna of the "New World" inspire and challenge the imagination through discussion of a wide range of cultural production in/about Latin America from the precolonial period to the present day. We will consider the ways in which nature and natural history figure in the geographical, commercial and cultural expansion of the global sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, with particular attention to the encounter of Amerindian and European views of nature in the colonial period. We will examine the role that enlightened science (measurement, collection, taxonomy) plays in eighteenth-century debates about nature and explore how Latin America functions as a laboratory for the production of knowledge. We will consider nineteenth-century polemics regarding civilización y barbarie, as well as early twentieth century representations of the struggle between ciudad y campo in the novela de la tierra, and twenty-first century challenges for Latin American environmental sustainability. Other issues we will discuss include gendered visions of nature; the domestication of nature; Nature as utopia/dystopia/heterotopia; environmental justice through a racialized lens; nature as setting and protagonist in travel narratives; and the economics and commodification of nature, from mining to ecotourism. 

Prerequisites
One 300-level foundational course. The course is taught entirely in Spanish and all assignments are to be completed in Spanish. There will be some readings in English.

SPAN 485 is a 3-credit course that counts toward Spanish and SpanPort majors but does not meet the College HAL GER. 
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Students will be responsible for reading closely and critically all assigned materials, engaging in a serious and open-minded discussion of those materials, and helping to generate the questions that will guide our discussions. Students will develop critical skills to analyze the assigned readings in their historical, social, political and cultural context. Last, but certainly not least, I hope that the course will encourage students to embrace their own reading process and create lifelong reading habits and to embrace as well their responsibility as stewards of our shared world.  

Learning Outcomes.  Over the course of the semester, students will:
1. Build a successful online learning community
1. Describe the key concepts of ecocriticism as a field of literary-cultural studies
1. Relate different experiences and representations of New World nature, from the pre-Colombian period to the current day, to the historical context in which they emerge and to the key concepts of ecocriticism
1. Explore different genres of writing
1. Closely analyze a range of cultural products and articulate how each engages key concepts related to eco-criticism
1. Relate secondary essays to primary texts as a means of building interpretative analysis and developing an argument
1. Demonstrate critical skills, including close reading and critical analysis of a range of primary and secondary texts, through written work and oral interventions 
1. Complete a final research project focused on a topic of the student’s choosing, using both primary and secondary sources. 

This course also supports the learning outcomes of the major in Spanish by fostering students’ abilities to: 
· Apply fundamental critical reading skills to the analysis and interpretation of a variety of styles and genres from a range of texts in Spanish, such as film, political discourse, online media, essays, novels, and journalistic writing;  
· Produce written communications in academic Spanish;  
· Use spoken Spanish in an academic setting in formal communicative modes, such as  presentational, interpretative, interpersonal;  
· Carry out and report on research related to the production and reception of primary and  secondary texts arising in and about Hispanic communities in the Iberian Peninsula and the Americas.  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TEXTS: available in Emory College Barnes & Noble Bookstore (students may prefer to purchase books online; if you plan to use another edition/translation, consult with professor)

José de Alencar, Iracema (1865) *English translation; students fluent in Portuguese may read the original)
Rómulo Gallegos, Doña Barbara (1929)
Gioconda Belli, Waslala (2006)
Alejo Carpentier, Los pasos perdidos (1953)

*All other readings will be available on CANVAS. 
*Because our discussions will be focused on close textual reading, students are strongly encouraged to work with a print copy of the readings or find a good software annotation program.  See https://elearningindustry.com/the-5-best-free-annotation-tools-for-teachers

Films (screening calendar TBD):
Doña Bárbara (1943)
Green Mansions (1959)
La muralla verde (1970)
Fitzcarraldo (1982)
Burden of Dreams (1982)
También la lluvia (2010)
Río (2011)


COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND POLICIES
Online Learning Community Overview and Course Structure
Nature in the New World will be taught in an online format and organized as a series of one-week or two-week Modules. There is also a Week 0 Module to be completed before the course begins; a day for Introductions (Aug. 20) and a day for Conclusions (Nov. 24). Each module will have specific assignments, with due dates indicated in the Course Schedule. 
We will have synchronous “live” sessions every Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00-2:15 pm EDT on our “Zoom” platform. The sessions will be open at 12:45 and close at 2:30 (providing time before and after class for informal conversation) but you are required to be linked in only during the class times. You can access the link for these session on the modules page of Canvas. Attendance for Zoom sessions is mandatory. These “real-time” meetings (or synchronous sessions) will serve an important role for this class – allowing the usual give and take found in a traditional classroom through full-class discussion, breakout rooms for small group and paired discussion, and presentations by professor and students. 
Plan to complete the assigned readings BEFORE we meet on Tuesdays for the first of our two weekly synchronous Zoom sessions in Zoom. Preparation will help you master the material prior to our discussion, VoiceThread and Zoom assignments.

As in a traditional, in-person class, a substantial portion of the course will involve work that you will do on your own. This work will, of course, involve preparing the usual class readings, but it will also involve reviewing additional materials posted on Canvas, such as PPTs or videos. Some of these additional materials provide background information on the topics, texts and authors discussed in class; others provide complementary examples of how nature is portrayed and/or discussed. Lectures, readings, and recordings of the synchronous sessions will be posted to Canvas under “Files” and hyperlinked in the syllabus. Please check the CANVAS site regularly…preferably once daily.

A note on time: Students should plan to spend two to three hours reading per synchronous session (reading matters in this class!) as well as up to an hour on each module’s discussion response. VoiceThread and discussion board participation will probably require another half hour per module. “Online learning” means “offline preparation.” Like any course, this one requires engagement. 




PLEASE KEEP IN MIND:
Netiquette: An online class is a class. Checking email, Facebook, text messages, phones, turning off video in order to absent oneself, etc.—all of these indicate lack of participation, rudeness to others in the class, and poor appreciation of the privileges at your disposal. Distracting conduct such as this will be reflected in your participation grade. For those needing guidelines on netiquette, please refer to https://www.education.com/reference/article/netiquette-rules-behavior-internet/
Creating an inclusive and civil classroom community: All of us are responsible for creating and fostering an online learning community that is inclusive and respectful. This means listening deeply to what others say, appreciating the experiences and feelings behind what is said, recognizing the limitations of our own understanding and seeking to expand that understanding, and being open to engaging difficult questions. 

Communication with the professor:  I am available to meet with students for Zoom, Facetime or phone appointments; please email me (kstolle@emory.edu) to set up an appointment. I will respond to email within 24 hours during the week (M-F), but I do not generally respond to student emails during the weekend. I recommend that students communicate their questions or doubts ahead of time in order to avoid last-minute complications. I also recommend obtaining the names, emails, and phone numbers of at least 2 classmates in order to communicate with them in case you have pressing questions or doubts and are unable to reach me. 

Technology Requisites
It is very important to master the technologies of this course and to meet course requirements and deadlines. Most of these will be integrated into our Learning Management System, Canvas (which many of you are already quite familiar with; for those who need a tutorial, see here). Key programs for the class include Microsoft Word, a good web-browser and Adobe Reader so you can access online readings. We will discuss our technologies and their utilization in more detail in Module 0, “Our Online Community.” But please familiarize yourself with the technological requirements for this class and reach out for assistance if you are experiencing difficulties well before assignments are due. 

More information on downloading the Zoom client and joining a session is here (documentation is here), while webinars for participating in Zoom sessions (you’ll only need “Getting Started”) are here. In order to develop our community, we will focus our first module on getting to know each other as colegas in a shared learning community.  In addition to asking students to contribute their discussion responses on Canvas, we will also use VoiceThread to reflect on what we have each learned from each module (you will be taught how to use VoiceThread -- a good, short introduction is here). Further guidance on commenting in VoiceThread is here. 
Rest assured that I will be learning along with you. We will work together to make sure the online format serves to create a good learning community for all of us!  
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Course Policies and Expectations
1. Attendance and Participation: Class attendance and participation is mandatory. For this online course “class attendance” means signing in for the Zoom sessions, having completed the required readings and assignments, and posting to the discussion thread and VoiceThread in a timely manner (i.e., by deadline). Classroom participation is a willingness to contribute actively and thoughtfully to class discussions whether they be in Zoom, on VoiceThread or in Canvas discussion threads.
1. Online Contributions: 
· Written Discussion Responses: Weekly Canvas post (100-250 words) to READINGS discussion thread, responding to the assigned readings. Discussion prompts will be provided in both the online assignment and below in the syllabus. Students are also encouraged to note the readings’s “muddiest point” (i.e., what is unclear to you), or discuss something surprising you learned from the reading. Proper grammar and style are required as well as textual analysis—not simply summation. In other words, you must put your response in context, not simply reply to the prompts (which are to stimulate discussion, not provide a rigid framework for answering). All responses should be posted to Canvas by 9:00 pm Monday (that is, the evening prior to our Tuesday Zoom discussion). Failure to post on time will lead to a failing grade on the assignment. Please submit your discussion responses as Word documents with 12-pt. font and double-spaced text. Students will also be required to post a response to a classmate’s Discussion post by Friday at noon.
· At the end of each module you will be required to post a short video or voice reflection (2-5 minutes) on VoiceThread. Students need to hone their capacity to make oral presentations in general and in an online context in particular. This assignment addresses that need in a low-stakes environment. VoiceThread’s documentation is on this page and it includes video tutorials on how to comment. 
· As part of our collaborative work, we will be creating an annotated archive as a “Google Document.” Details are below and in Canvas under “Assignments” but the idea is for each student to provide THREE annotated contributions – websites, books, videos, films, etc. related to the course topic “Nature in the New World.” In the end, we should have a nice resource for the entire class to use that also acquaints you with the proper bibliographic form for citations and familiarizes you with annotated bibliography as a research tool. 
1. Final Project: There is no final exam in this class. Students will prepare a final project on a topic to be chosen in consultation with the professor. Collaborative and creative projects are encouraged. The final project has various phases, each to be submitted via Canvas at 9 pm on the assigned date; I will provide feedback by the end of the week. 
· a brief proposal (topic, proposed texts) by Monday, Oct. 12 
· outline and bibliography by Monday, Nov. 2
· rough draft by Monday, Nov. 16
· oral presentations will take place after Thanksgiving, during exam period
· final written version due Friday, Dec. 4
Please follow the citation and bibliographic forms of either the Chicago style or the Turabian style. These assignments are also noted on the class schedule (below and on Canvas). All written assignments will be submitted through Canvas. See Bibliography on Canvas.

Extensions: Students must complete course work on time or arrange, before the assignment is due, an extension with the instructor. Unexcused late assignments will be marked down. 

GRADING BREAKDOWN:  
The grade for the course is divided as follows:	
	Attendance and class participation							20%
	Online contributions (Canvas discussion posts; VoiceThreads, 
contribution to Google Archive)							25%	
	Textual analysis/reflection Paper #1							15%
Textual analysis/reflection Paper #2							15%
	Final project (written & oral averaged)						25%
	
10. Participation grade will be based on attendance (present or absent) and class engagement (rated as “superior" [2 pts], "satisfactory" [1 pt], or "unsatisfactory" [0 pts] based on your engagement. Students should feel free to consult with the professor at any time regarding their participation.
10. Online contributions (discussion posts, VoiceThread reflections, and contributions to the Google Archive will be evaluated based on rubrics that will be distributed at the beginning of the semester). 
10. Textual reflections/analysis papers will be evaluated in terms of the quality of both ideas and writing, but it is important to recognize the range of linguistic proficiency in any 400-level Spanish course and to emphasize that each student will be evaluated separately on the basis of their own language skills and not in comparison with others. Thus, responses marked by carelessness or frequent grammatical and spelling errors will be marked down, but generally students’ writing will be evaluated individually and on the basis of trajectory over the course of the semester. A grading rubric will be provided.
10. For the final project, topic TBD in consultation with Prof. Stolley and presented in written and oral form, there are various criteria for both the written and oral versions (I will provide a rubric of my grading criteria on Canvas). 
Grade scale
	A = 93-100	B+ = 87-89	C+ = 77-79	D+ = 67-69	F = 0-62
	A-= 90-92	B   = 83-86	C   = 73-76	D   = 63-69
			B-  = 80-82	C-  = 70-72
If you have concerns about a grade, I ask you to explain those in an email to me. The email should articulate why you think your grade was not adequate. 

Emory College of Arts and Science Resources
Academic Advising: If a personal or medical situation is causing difficulty for you in this or other classes, or if you have questions about College policies, visit the Office of Undergraduate Education's Advising page and schedule an appointment with an OUE advisor.
Writing and ESL Support for Emory College of Arts and Sciences Students: Tutors in the Emory Writing Center and the ESL Program are available to support Emory College students as they work on any type of writing assignment, at any stage of the composing process. Tutors can assist with a range of projects, from traditional papers and presentations to websites and other multimedia projects. Writing Center and ESL tutors take a similar approach as they work with students on concerns including idea development, structure, use of sources, grammar, and word choice. They do not proofread for students. Instead, they discuss strategies and resources students can use as they write, revise, and edit their own work. Students who are non-native speakers of English are welcome to visit either Writing Center tutors or ESL tutors. Those wishing to make an appointment for “Distance Writing Tutoring” need to set up an online “distance tutoring” account. Contact writingcenter@emory.edu for more information.
Tutoring: EPASS Peer Tutoring and Mentoring gives students an opportunity to master basic concepts and explore more advanced skills with the help of an experienced fellow student. In one-on-one sessions, undergraduate students are matched with a peer who has a record of academic excellence and has received training in providing a high-quality tutoring experience. 
Academic Support: There are a range of Student Support resources available to Emory undergraduates designed to enrich each student's educational experience.

Emory College of Arts and Sciences Policies
Honor Code: All students who apply to and are accepted by Emory College, as a condition of acceptance, agree to abide by the provisions of the Honor Code so long as they remain students at Emory College. By their continued attendance at Emory College, students reaffirm their pledge to adhere to the provisions of the Honor Code. The Undergraduate Code of Conduct provides information about the behavioral expectations relating to non-academic conduct. The Emory College Honor Council website provides additional information about the Honor System here.  All students in this course are expected to be thoroughly familiar with and abide by the Emory Honor Code. Sections 4.c and 4.d of the Honor Code are in particular applicable to this course: c) seeking, using, giving, or obtaining unauthorized assistance or information in any academic assignment or examination, and d) intentionally giving false information to professors or instructors for the purpose of gaining academic advantage are considered to be an academic misconduct. Evidence of plagiarism will be forwarded to the College and the honor council.  (The council’s penalties range from failure of the course to a long-term mark on your record, suspension, or expulsion.) Copying another person’s answers without discussing and understanding them and presenting the answers or insights of another person as your own is cheating and plagiarism. Using another person’s exact wording and presenting it as your own or paraphrasing another person’s words or structure of thought without giving credit is cheating and plagiarism. Going to one of the many websites that offer academic papers for free or for a price, copying all or part of such a paper and presenting it as your own work is cheating and plagiarism, even if you change a number of words. Having someone else write a paper for you, whether for free or a price, is plagiarism and cheating. Cutting and pasting from a website without proper citation is plagiarism. If you are unsure about anything related to the honor code, please come see me.
Inclusive Instruction: Emory University is committed under the Americans with Disabilities Act and its Amendments and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act to providing appropriate accommodations to individuals with documented disabilities.  If you have a disability-related need for reasonable academic adjustments in this course, provide the instructor(s) with an accommodation notification letter from Access, Disabilities Services and Resources office. Students are expected to give two weeks’ notice of the need for accommodations. If you need immediate accommodations or physical access, please arrange to meet with instructor(s) as soon as your accommodations have been finalized.  Read more at http://portals.emory.edu/instruction/instruction/disability-statement.html



[image: ]








Calendario 
INTRODUCCION

TH 20 agosto	INTRODUCCION	Pablo Neruda	“Amor América”  (Canto general)
Conocernos – la sostenabilidad humana en tiempos de pandemia

Escuchar el poema (YouTube)
Lectura del poema
‘Brainstorm’ temas

Breakout: discusión por temas y luego compartir con la clase entera

Lecturas recomendadas adicionales:
Elizabeth Bishop, “Brazil: January 1, 1502”
Ernesto Cardenal, “Nueva ecología”

After our first Zoom class on Thursday, 8/20 at 1 pm
· Review “Participating Online” Instructional Video (on Canvas under “Files” and “Class Instructional Videos”) 
· Post “Introducing Myself” in VoiceThread on Canvas 



Module 1: Comienzos. La naturaleza en el nuevo mundo 1491, 1492, 1493 
T-TH 25-27 agosto
LEER:
Colón, “Carta a Luis Santangel”  
Mann Selections from 1491 and 1493 or “The Pristine Myth”	
Kane, The Natural World in Latin American Literatures. Ecocritical Essays.  On Twentieth CenturyWritings, Introduction and Epilogue 

TAREA: 
Discussion post (by Monday 9 pm)
Discussion response (by Friday noon)
Module 2: Naming the New
T TH 1-3 septiembre

LEER:
Fernández de Oviedo, Sumario de la natural historia de las Indias (1526) 
Gerbi, Nature in the New World: From Christopher Columbus to González Fernández de Oviedo 
Merrim, ‘The Apprehension of the New…” 

TAREA: 
Discussion post (para el lunes a las 9 pm)
Discussion response (para el viernes a mediodía)



Module 3: Ver con otros ojos
T TH 8-10 septiembre
*VISITA VIRTUAL DEL CARLOS MUSEUM
LEER:
Rebecca Stone-Miller, Seeing with new eyes. Highlights of the Michael C. Carlos Museum Collection of Art of the Ancient Americas (Introduction, Chap. 1, Chap. 5) 
TAREA: 
Discussion post (para el lunes a las 9 pm)
Discussion response (para el viernes a mediodía)

Module 4: Medir la naturaleza en el XVIII


T TH 15-17 septiembre

LEER:
Landívar, Rusticatio Mexicana (1781) - selección
Mútis, Expedición botáncia (1783-1808) - selección
Gumilla,  El orinoco ilustrado (1731) - selección

Lecturas secundarias - Bleichmar, Ewalt, Safier

TAREA: 
Discussion post (para el lunes a las 9 pm)
Discussion response (para el viernes a mediodía)





Module 5: Ojos imperiales

T TH 22-24 septiembre

LEER:
Alexander von Humboldt, Personal Narrative of a Journey. To the Equinoctial Regions of the New Continent (1818-1829). Selecciones.
Charles Darwin, The Voyage of the Beagle. Selecciones.

Pratt, Imperial Eyes. Selecciones.

TAREA: 
Discussion post (para el lunes a las 9 pm)
Discussion response (para el viernes a mediodía)


Module 6: Doña Bárbara *dos semanas
T TH 29 sept-1 octubre
T TH  6-8 octubre

LEER:
Rómulo Gallegos, Doña Bárbara (1929)

VER LA PELICULA

TAREA: 
Discussion post (para el lunes a las 9 pm)
Discussion response (para el viernes a mediodía)

PROJECTO FINAL – propuesta breve (tema, textos) para el lunes, 12 de octubre  

Module 7: Los pasos perdidos *dos semanas

T TH 13-15 octubre
T TH 20-22 octubre

LEER:
Alejo Carpentier, Los pasos perdidos

TAREA: 
Discussion post (para el lunes a las 9 pm)
Discussion response (para el viernes a mediodía)

Module 8 : Iracema. FIcciones fundacionales


T TH 27-29 octubre

LEER: 
José de Alencar, Iracema

Sommer, Foundational Fictions. Selección

TAREA: 
Discussion post (para el lunes a las 9 pm)
Discussion response (para el viernes a mediodía)

PROYECTO FINAL – esquema y bibliografía para el lunes, 2 de noviembre 


Module 9 : Bananas
T TH 3-5 noviembre				*TUES. Nov. 3 ELECTION DAY

VER:
“Journey to Bananaland” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xl5WI6MxW1o

TAREA: 
Discussion post (para el lunes a las 9 pm)
Discussion response (para el viernes a mediodía)


Module 10: Utopía ecofeminista 	*dos semanas

T TH 10-12 noviembre
T TH 17-19 noviembre

LEER:
Gioconda Belli, Waslala. Memorial del futuro

Marysa Pereyra, “Paradise Lost: A Reading of Waslala from the Perspectives of Feminist Utopiaism and Ecofeminism”

TAREA: 
Discussion post (para el lunes a las 9 pm)
Discussion response (para el viernes a mediodía)

CONCLUSIONES

PROYECTO FINAL 
-borrador para el lunes 16 de noviembre 
-presentaciones orales después de Thanksgiving, durante el período de exámenes; --------versión final para el viernes, 4 de diciembre 

APPENDIX: TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS
Hardware. Access to a computer with speakers and a microphone (an affordable USB headset
is recommended)
• Windows 8 and above
• Mac OS 10.6 and above
Internet Access. Minimum recommended connection - DSL - (high speed if possible)
Software
• Adobe Acrobat (to open PDFs)
• An Office Processing application (any of these will work)
Microsoft Office
OpenOffice
Google Drive
• Adobe Connect Test your Computer Diagnostic Tool
Plugins. The following plugins are required for this course at no additional cost:
Adobe Flash Player
Adobe Acrobat Reader
Java must be up-to-date!
Web 2.0 Tools. A variety of tools will be used throughout the course.
• VoiceThread - voicethread.com (also integrated directly within Canvas)
• Zoom (integrated directly through Canvas)
Google Account - google.com
• Google Drive - https://tools.google.com/dlpage/drive/index.html?hl=en
Mobile Devices and Apps
• VoiceThread - iOS only
http://voicethread.com/mobile/
• Google Apps - mainly Android
http://www.google.com/mobile/
There are independent apps for Google from the App Store
Supported Browsers. (typically, the most up-to-date version available, check for updates within
the individual browsers)
Microsoft Windows
• Microsoft Internet Explorer (IE8 or IE9 in Compatibility/Standards Mode)
• Google Chrome
• Mozilla Firefox (preferred browser)
Mac OS Users
• Apple Safari
• Google Chrome
• Mozilla Firefox (preferred browser)
Browser Settings. Please refer to your browser's Help features to check these settings.
• Pop-Up Blocker should be disabled
• Script should be enabled
• Java should be enabled
• Cookies should be enabled
Technical Issues and Support Model. If you are experiencing any technical difficulties, the first
steps to troubleshoot are:
1. Check the above computer and browser requirements and ensure that your system and browsers are up-to-date.
2. Open an ALTERNATE browser and perform the same task. Did it work or not?
3. Once you have attempted the two steps above, feel free to contact us via the “Q&A - Got Questions?” discussion forum on the main Discussion Board or via email if you cannot get to the forums. If your instructor is not able to assist you, then he/she will get you in touch with the correct people to get you going in the course.
4. If all else fails and your instructor is not reachable, please contact the Emory IT Support Service Desk here.
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